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labour, which is heard  whenever the subject is  debated  in
the Beiehstag, is that the extra leisure given to the working
classes would be nnwisely nsed. (Even a Prussian factory
inspector gravely stated in a recent report that the reduction 01
hours had been accompanied in his district by an increase 01
illegitimate births!) But little apprehension is entertained on
this score by those who remember the physical pressure entailed
bv the present system, which often keeps the workman thirteen
hours from home six days in the week, and compels him to seek
Ms only relaxation during a few hours of Sunday. Yet even
Sunday rest, though enacted as a general principle for the
Empire many years ago, is still far from being universal, for
considerable State latitude was allowed; in some States there
is no difficulty in obtaining sanction to Sunday overtime or to
" continuous working," which means for many men working
seven fall days a week.
On the other hand, there is no conclusive reason to expect
that the desired reduction in the hours of work will necessarily
be accompanied by increased productivity. That this result has
often followed where voluntary reductions of hours have "taken
place, even to an eight-hours day, is true; and were there
no other motive save the desire for greater leisure behind the
movement for shorter hours the same thing would possibly
happen generally. There is, however, another motive, and it
is the hope of widening the area of employment and so 01
diminishing the number of the workless. The (e ca'-canny "
movement is not without its adherents in Germany, who are
actuated by no inclination to idleness or selfish desire to cheat
their employers, but who see in restricted production an oppor-
tunity of reducing the surplus supplies of the labour market,
knowing that by doing this they will reduce competition and
so benefit wages.
A further demand is the regulation of home industries by
imperial legislation. Hitherto the Industrial Code, in spite of
all the many amendments which have been introduced during
recent years, has almost entirely ignored these industries.
The main demands upon which all parties are united are the
registration of home workers by their employers, the placing of
the domestic industries under factory inspection, the control of
workrooms with a view to the enforcement of hygienic conditions,